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said, she would but meet with her deserts if she were
tied in a sack and tossed into the river. The Guises
and their allies agreed to meet in Paris (March, 1562)
and to try conclusions with Conde". It was clear that
hostilities could not long be averted.

It was important to deprive the Huguenots of the
sympathy and help of the German Lutherans. No
prince had greater influence among the German
Protestants, by his character and family connections,
than Duke Christopher of Wurtemberg. The Duke
of Guise and his brother the Cardinal visited him.
They were prodigal of flattery and caresses. They
listened to the arguments of his theologians and
pronounced them reasonable, nay convincing. The
Duke said he was a rough soldier and did not profess
to understand such things, but it seemed to him that
he was a Lutheran. The Cardinal declared that he
would as soon pray in a black gown as a red. Both
thanked God that they never had and swore that
they never would put any man to death for his
religion's sake. The first act of the Duke on his
return was, as he passed through St. Nicholas in
Lorraine, to order the execution of an artisan whose
child had been baptised according to the Lutheran
rite! On reaching Vassy, a small manufacturing
town, whose inhabitants had embraced Calvinism,
he allowed his guards to fire upon a barn in which
they were assembled for their Sunday worship. The
Protestants tried to barricade the door and a horrid
struggle ensued, if indeed that can be called ,a strug-
gle in which one side consisted of unarmed towns-
folk encumbered by women and children, the other.